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Course Description:


This course serves as an introduction to the field of comparative politics by taking a critical look at a variety of theories and issues that help us understand the complex realm of world affairs.  In particular, we will attempt to answer why different political systems emerge and how these differences affect policy formation. Unlike other comparative politics courses, this class will therefore not simply examine the parliaments and parties of a series of major countries, but will instead examine a range of actors that operate in the global political system. There are a number of social organizations that operate within and beyond states that also play an increasingly powerful role in our rapidly integrating world.

Among the topics we will examine are the development of the state and political institutions such as elections and parties, the role of civil society in the form of interest groups and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the influence of nationalism, and what “globalization” means for all of these different actors and the future of distinct country-level political systems. 
In addition to providing substantive knowledge about world politics, this course should help develop students’ skills in evaluating theoretical claims, determining causality in observing phenomena, recognizing the specific roles diverse cultural perspectives play in normative claims of “what should be,” and in gathering, evaluating, and applying independently researched data.
Furthermore, as a Self and Society course, we address four central objectives:  
1)
What methods do various social sciences use, and how do these differ?

2)
How and why do social science perspectives on specific social issues, problems, and realities both overlap and differ? 

3)
How do the questions different social sciences ask influence how they interpret their objects of enquiry and the methods they use?

4)
Why did particular social sciences emerge at specific times, and how do larger political and social events influence both the questions asked in various social sciences and the methods and tools used?  

Required Texts:

Anderson, Benedict: Imagined Communities. (Revised edition, 2006)
Chua, Amy: World on Fire. (2002)

Huntington, Samuel P:  Political Order in Changing Societies. (1968)
O’Neill, Patrick H. and Ronald Rogowski: Essential Readings in Comparative Politics, 

Second Edition. (2006)
Stewart, Rory: The Prince of the Marshes. (2006)
Supplemental readings will be handed out in class or can be obtained via Blackboard.

Course requirements:


All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):

Participation

20 percent

Paper 1

10 percent

Embassy analysis
25 percent

Paper 2

25 percent

Final Exam

20 percent

Detailed assignments for each of the papers will be distributed in class. The first paper will be a short assignment (roughly 5 pages) in which you will analyze concepts covered in class up to that point. This is designed to give me an early opportunity to evaluate your writing, both substantively and mechanically, and to provide you with the opportunity to make any necessary modifications to your approach in the subsequent assignments. The embassy analysis paper relates to the 4th credit component of this course (see below.) The second paper (approximately 20 pages) will entail independent case study research and require the use of outside material.  

Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, with normal one-inch margins. Late papers will lose one full grade per session. Emailed assignments will not be accepted.

The final exam will be held in-class at the date and time set by the university. It will be a cumulative open-note, open-book essay exam.

4th Credit Requirements


As this is a 4 credit Honors course, additional participation is be required to successfully earn a passing grade. During the semester, as a class we will visit the following foreign embassies located in close proximity to campus:

NOTE: This listing is heavily subject to revision – please check Blackboard for updates!

Republic of Singapore Embassy
Sept. 9

Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
Sept. 18
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Oct. 7
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Nov. 6

Embassy of Kenya


Nov. 13


After briefings by embassy staff, students will have the opportunity to ask questions to the presenters. These must be informed questions based on prior research about that country. One day before embassy visits, students will be required to submit to me two prepared questions they would ask, and a list of the sources used for research. These questions will be included in the paper grade for this portion of the course, which will be an analysis of how the different political systems of each country shape policy responses. 


The opportunity to meet with decision-makers and policy practitioners also affords the chance for students to hone their critical thinking skills in evaluating the – by definition – political communications we will receive. We will devote significant discussion time to analyzing the content of answers to your questions, identifying political spin and developing skills for the accurate intake of information.


In order to provide all students with the opportunity to attend, embassy visits will likely need to be held during scheduled class time on Tuesdays or Thursdays. When this occurs, we will hold our scheduled seminar meeting during the Wednesday evening time slot reserved for this class.
Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. George Washington University maintains very clear and strict policies against plagiarism and cheating, with failing the course a minimum penalty. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own.

As this class is to be a seminar, your full participation is absolutely essential for a passing grade, regardless of the quality of your written work. You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them. For this reason, repeated absences from class will likewise have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 20 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. Late papers will lose one full letter grade per class session late. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
The Foundation of Political Systems
9/2
Introduction to the Course
“Can You Tell a Sunni from a Shiite?” – The New York Times (2006) 

9/4
The Basis of Governance: Why Does Anything Get Done?
Lichbach and Zuckerman, “Research Traditions and Theory in Comparative Politics,” 

in Essential Readings
Weber, “Politics as a Vocation,” in Essential Readings
Olson, The Logic of Collective Action (1971), pp. 1-22 (Blackboard)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 2:
The State
9/9
Huntington, Chapter 1
9/11
North, Herbst in Essential Readings 
________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
Institutions
9/16
Huntington, Chapter 3
9/18
Linz and Stepan, Diamond, Fish in Essential Readings
________________________________________________________________________

Week 4:
Democracy
9/23
Huntington, Chapter 7
9/25
Duverger, Lijphart, Zakaria in Essential Readings
Paper 1 assignment
________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
Looking backward and forward
9/30
No class – religious holiday 
10/2
Why states and what are the alternatives?
Paper 1 due
________________________________________________________________________

Week 6:
Civil Society: Community within the state
10/7  
Putnam in Essential Readings, Matthews on Blackboard
10/9
No class – religious holiday
________________________________________________________________________

Week 7:
Community as the state
10/14
National consciousness
Anderson, Chapters 1-3


10/16
Consolidation of peoplehood
Anderson, Chapters  4-6
________________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Community beyond the state 
10/21
What differentiates insiders from outsiders?
Anderson, Chapters 7-11


10/23
How much do national differences mean?
Huntington, Sen, Fukuyama in Essential Readings ________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Globalization
10/28
Just what is included?
Keohane & Nye, Sen, Barber, Kaplan (all on Blackboard)
10/30
Beyond economics
Chua, Intro, Chapter 1
________________________________________________________________________

Week 10:
Effects of globalization
11/4
Transnationalism
Chua, Chapters 5-7

11/6
The view from the other side
Chua, Chapters 11-12
________________________________________________________________________

Week 11:
Comparison in practice

11/11
Embassy analysis due
11/13
Paper 2 assignment
________________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
Nation-building
11/18
Cultural imperialism
Stewart Part I (3-116)


11/20
Popular mobilization
Stewart Part II (117-160)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 13:
Development assistance
11/25
Stewart Part III (161-280)

11/27
Thanksgiving
________________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
Who rules?
12/2
Basis of power
Stewart Part IV (281-344)
12/4
What is good government?
Stewart Part V (345-405)


________________________________________________________________________

Week 15:

12/9

PAPER 2 DUE (20 pages) –Globalization comparative case studies
Final  -TBA (University schedule)

