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Course Description:

What are the most important factors shaping the United States’ foreign policy decisions? Who are the principal players, and which external actors influence the process? What role do domestic political concerns play? This course introduces the institutions responsible for the United States’ relations with the rest of the world, examines diverse theoretical perspectives on why foreign policy exists as it does, and provides insight into both current and historical events.   
Required Texts:

Halperin, Morton and Priscilla Clapp: Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy (2nd edition)

Hersman, Rebecca: Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really Make 

Foreign Policy (paperback)

Ikenberry, G. John (ed.) American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays (6th edition)

Kennedy, Robert F. Thirteen Days (1999 edition)
Additional readings are available on Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                
20 percent
First Draft Paper

15 percent
Research paper 

40 percent
Final Exam                  
25 percent

 Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. in default font (Times New Roman or Calibri) double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins, or they may not be accepted. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.
Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. 

CSU-Pueblo maintains very strong policies against plagiarism and cheating, with penalties including failing the course. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or many professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity. You MUST use appropriate citations in all papers to receive credit and to prevent charges of plagiarism.
You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 15 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 

Papers are due at the start of class on the assigned date and will be considered late after collection. Late papers will lose one full letter grade starting after collection time, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
American Foreign Policy

8/23
Welcome
The New York Times: Changing Cuba Policy
8/25
The Origins of United States Foreign Policymaking
Ikenberry – Preface and Introduction, in American Foreign Policy

Monroe Doctrine (Blackboard)
8/27
 The American Century
Luce (Blackboard)
___________________________________________________

Week 2:
The Cold War and Beyond 
8/30
Containment
X, Nitze (Blackboard)

9/1 


Film: Wag the Dog

9/3 
Film: Wag the Dog (continued)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
An American Empire?
9/6
A Grand Strategy for the 21st Century?

McDougal (Blackboard)

9/8
Revisiting the Cold War

Leffler, in American Foreign Policy
9/10 
Film: Ambassador: Inside the Embassy


______________________________________________________

Week 4:
The Challenges of Hegemony
9/13
Hyperpower

Jervis, Kagan (Europeans), in American Foreign Policy
9/15
The Role of International Institutions

Reisman, Ikenberry (Liberal Order Building), in American Foreign Policy
9/17
Domestic Political Audiences

Halperin and Clapp, 4
________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
Interest Groups: Case Studies
9/20
The Influence of the Private Sector
Frieden, in American Foreign Policy

9/22
Trade Policy: The NAFTA and PNTR Battles

Shoch, in American Foreign Policy

Malet (Blackboard)
9/24
Electoral Pressures and Policymaking

Brenner, Nincic (Blackboard) 

_______________________________________________________________________
Week 6:
Constitutional vs. Policy Processes
9/27
Collaboration
Preliminary Draft Paper DUE (Bring 2 copies)

9/29
The Role of Congress 
Halperin and Clapp, 16

10/1
Executive-Legislative Relations

Lindsay, Nelson (Blackboard) 
________________________________________________________________________
Week 7:
Friends and Foes
10/4 

Hersman 1-3
10/6 
Hersman 4-5

10/8 
Hersman 6-7

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Case Study: Thirteen Days
10/11


Kennedy, 7-33

10/13


Kennedy, 34-64

10/15


Kennedy, 65-99
________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Evaluating Who is Really in Charge

10/18
Why Didn’t the World Blow Up?

Kennedy, 99-147

10/20
Different Cuts: Re-evaluating the Missile Crisis

Allison, Krasner, in American Foreign Policy

10/22
National Security Interests 

Halperin and Clapp, 1-2
______________________________________________________________________

Week 10:
The Power of Bureaucracy
10/25
Organizational Interests
Halperin and Clapp, 3

10/27
Multi-Player Games

Halperin and Clapp, 6-7

10/29
Knowledge is Power
Halperin and Clapp, 8-9
________________________________________________________________

Week 11:
Selling Foreign Policy
11/1 
TBA

Draft Research Paper DUE
11/3
Involving the Press

Halperin and Clapp, 10 

11/5
Legitimacy and Foreign Policy

George, in American Foreign Policy

 ___________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
The Presidency and The Most Powerful Individual on Earth?
11/8
Decision-making
Halperin and Clapp, 13
 
11/10
Implementation: The Best-Laid Plans
Halperin and Clapp, 14-15
11/12
Case Study: NATO Expansion

Goldgeier (Blackboard)
__________________________________________________________________
Week 13:
Making the Best of a Bad Situation
11/15
Evaluating Information: Paradigms and Analogies
Roskin, Khong in American Foreign Policy
11/17
Non-rational Decision Processes
Mastanduno, Mazar, in American Foreign Policy
11/19
The Bush Aberration
Hopkins, Monten, in American Foreign Policy
_______________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
The Future of United States Foreign Policy?

11/29
Reconciling American Values and United States Interests
Huntington, in American Foreign Policy
Final Research Paper DUE

12/1
What Kind of World?

Chollet and Lindberg, Kagan (“End of Dreams”) in American Foreign Policy
12/3
What Does It All Mean?

Final Exam Review
________________________________________________________________________
Final Exam: 
Monday December 6
1-3:20pm

United States Foreign Policymaking

Research Paper Topic Guidelines

The research paper will be the central component of this course. You are to conduct a case study of the development of some policy related to foreign affairs by the Federal government with the goal of developing an article of publishable quality. Cases can be bilateral relations with another country, trade policy, national security or anything else that reasonably constitutes foreign policy. The object is to determine how policymaking in this area is/was shaped by all of the various actors and institutions we are studying in this course.  I prefer that cases selected be contemporary (21st century) but if there is a historical case in which you are particularly interested that is acceptable. I am happy to suggest cases if you would like.

Before committing to a topic, ensure that you will be able to locate sufficient material to write a paper of approximately 20 pages. Even for recent cases, there will probably be books available at least related to the topic. Mass periodicals (newspapers and news magazines) will be useful to you, but they almost never contain as much information as you as specialized journals (including both academic and policy journals) You will need to put in library time on this one, or at least spend some time going through their databases.  Please also check out the Resources page of our Political Science website, which also includes a link to the academic journal site JSTOR. 

On the due date for the paper topic (September 10), please submit a 2-3 page abstract of your paper to share with the class, as well as a preliminary bibliography. The abstract should include an identifiable thesis, a roadmap for how you plan to conduct your research.

