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Course Description:

This course examines theoretical frameworks for international conflict and cooperation, and how developments related to globalization are changing our understanding of international politics. Theories of international relations seek to explain why types of events and trends occur, and this course builds upon your understanding of World Politics from prior coursework to analyze important current and historical phenomena.
This course examines the competing claims of various theoretical perspectives in International Relations and asks which are relevant in 2009.  Do the major theories of international politics, most of which were developed decades ago in response to twentieth century events, still enable us to make sense of global affairs? Have World Politics really changed or is it all just history repeating? Just what is globalization and how does it matter?

We examine what the different American models of International Relations tell us about the international system and compare these to perspectives developed outside of the United States. We also examine the contribution of other disciplines, such as the emerging use of network analysis, to explain post-modern complexity. In addition to providing substantive knowledge about world politics, this course should help develop students’ skills in evaluating theoretical claims, recognizing the specific roles diverse cultural perspectives play in normative claims of “what should be,” and in collecting and applying independently researched data.

Required Texts:

Bull, Hedley: The Anarchical Society, (3rd edition)

Keohane, Robert: After Hegemony (2002 edition)
Williams, Goldstein, Shafritz: Classic Readings and Contemporary Debates in

International Relations (3rd edition)

Additional readings are available on Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                
10 percent
Nuclear Proliferation Paper
15 percent
Midterm


20 percent
Research paper 

30 percent
Final Exam                  
25 percent

 Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins.  Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.

Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. 
CSU-Pueblo maintains very strong policies against plagiarism and cheating, with penalties potentially including failing the course. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or many professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity.
You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 20 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 
Late papers will lose one full letter starting from the time they are due, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

UNIT I: Theories of Conflict and War
Week 1:
What is the International System?
8/24
Theory in International Relations
8/26
The First Great Debate: Realism vs. Idealism
Williams, Goldstein, Shafritz (WGS): Theories and Traditions (pp. 5-15), Thucydides (5), 

Carr (7), Morgenthau (8)
8/28
 Balance of Power
WGS: Waltz (24), Gilpin (25), Morgenthau (28), Organski (29), Gaddis (48)
___________________________________________________

Week 2:
Neo-realism and Nuclear Weapons 
8/31
Structural Realism
WGS: International System (pp. 91-96), Waltz (13), Deutsch and Singer (14), Kaplan (15)
9/2
Coercion 
WGS: Schelling (43), George, Hall and Simons (44), Jervis (27)
9/4
Polarity and Split Atoms

WGS: Brodie (40), Wohlstetter (41)
Film: Dr. Strangelove
________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
Decision-making 
9/7
Film: Dr. Strangelove (continued)
9/9
Psychological and Bureaucratic Constraints

WGS: Jervis (47), Allison (20)
9/11
Balancing Act
WGS: Brooks and Wohlforth (63), Nye (64), Kaplan (15)
______________________________________________________

UNIT II: Theories of Cooperation and Peace

Week 4:
What are International Institutions?
9/14
The Second Great Debate: Neo-realism vs. Neo-liberalism 
Nuclear Proliferation Paper Due


9/16
Hegemony
Keohane, Ch. 1-3

9/18
Rational choice
Keohane, Ch. 4-5

________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
Institutionalism

9/21
Limitations on Rationality
Keohane, Ch. 6-7

9/23
Western Hegemony in the Cold War 
Keohane, Ch. 8

9/25
The Stickiness of Institutions
Keohane, Ch. 9
_______________________________________________________________________
Week 6:
Why Do Institutions Emerge?

9/28
Beyond States 

Keohane, Ch. 10-11

9/30 Strategic Choice

Axelrod (Blackboard)
Midterm Review

10/2

MIDTERM
________________________________________________________________________
UNIT III: Theories of Globalization and Legitimacy
Week 7:
What is Globalization?
10/5
Interdependence and Complexity
WGS: Mansbach, Ferguson, Lampert (21), Rosenau (16)

Keohane and Nye (Blackboard)

10/7
The Globalization Debate
WGS: Held, McGrew, Goldblatt (50)

10/9
Consequences of Globalization

Barber (Blackboard), Sen (Blackboard), Rodrik (Blackboard)

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Post-Positivism and Constructivism
10/12
Marxism and Dependency Theory

WGS: Hobson (10), Krasner (11), Dos Santos (12)

10/14
The Third Great Debate: Rationalism vs. Constructivism

WGS: Wendt (35), Snyder (39), Tickner (36)

10/16
Globalization of Norms

WGS: Keck and Sikkink (23), Finnemore and Sikkink (Blackboard)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Power of Norms: The English School

10/19
International Society
Bull: Forward, Preface, Introduction, Ch. 1

10/21
Legitimacy in World Politics
Bull, Ch. 2
10/23
Why War or Peace?
Bull, Ch. 3-4
______________________________________________________________________

Week 10:

10/26
Force of Arms or Force of Law?
Bull, Ch. 5-6

10/28
The Role of Diplomacy
Bull, Ch. 7

10/30
Who is in Charge of the World?
Bull, Ch. 8-9
__________________________________________________________________

Week 11:
Alternatives to the International System
11/2
Passing of the International System?
Bull, Ch. 10-11

11/4
International, World, and Global
Bull, Ch. 12-14

11/6
The Clash of Civilizations

Huntington, (Blackboard) Sen (Blackboard)
___________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
Globalization and International Stability
11/9: 
Borders and Sovereignty
WGS: Krasner (660) Andreas (Blackboard) 

11/11
Global Regulation
Naim, Hurrell (Blackboard)
11/13
TBA

Research Paper Due
__________________________________________________________________
Week 13:
Research Presentations (order TBD)
11/16
Presentations
11/18
Presentations
11/20
Presentations
_______________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
Terrorism: A Challenge to Hegemony
11/30
Terrorists as International Actors
WGS: Hoffman (55), Keohane (56), Arquilla and Toft (57), Homer-Dixon (58)
12/2
What Does Religious Terrorism Mean for the International System? 

Philpott (Blackboard), Malet (Blackboard)
12/4
What Does It All Mean?

Final Exam Review
________________________________________________________________________
Final Exam: 
Thursday, December 10
1:00-3:20pm
