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Course Description:

In this course, we will engage in the study of multiple levels of conflict - interpersonal, social, institutional, ethnic, and international – and how they are waged, justified, and controlled.
As this is a Political Science course, we will focus on how different types of power are used for control. We will also address key questions about sources of conflict: Is it biologically or culturally unavoidable? Does the individual have inalienable rights or is the protection of society more important? What obligations should states have to citizens of diverse nations?

In addition to providing substantive knowledge about world politics, this course should help develop students’ skills in evaluating theoretical claims, determining causality in observing phenomena, recognizing the specific roles diverse cultural perspectives play in normative claims of “what should be,” and sharpening written communication.

Required Texts:

Chua, Amy: World on Fire (2003)
Gat, Azar: War in Human Civilization (2006)
Enloe, Cynthia: Bananas, Beaches and Bases (2000 edition)
Supplemental readings are available on Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                 15 percent
(Discussion, attendance, quizzes)

1st Paper

20 percent
Midterm

20 percent
2nd Paper 

20 percent
Final Exam                  25 percent

 Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins.  Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.
Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. 

CSU-Pueblo maintains very strong policies against plagiarism and cheating, with penalties potentially including failing the course. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or many professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity.

You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 20 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 
Late papers will lose one full letter starting from the time they are due, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

Unit I: Individual-level Explanations for Conflict 
Week 1:
Check Your Genes
8/24
Why Violence?
Newsweek: Love is a Battlefield                                                                                                                                                  
8/26
The Angel or the Ape?
Gat, Ch. 1-2
8/28
Biological Determinants
Gat, Ch. 3

Freud (Blackboard)
_______________________________________________________

Week 2:
 Nature vs. Nurture
8/31
Strategies for Survival

Dawkins (Blackboard)
9/2
Terrorism and Private Violence
Crenshaw (Blackboard)

9/4
The More Things Change…

Gat, ch. 6-7
Film: The Devil Came on Horseback
________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
The Other
9/7
The Devil Came on Horseback  (continued)
9/9
Genocide
Valentino (Blackboard), Power (Blackboard)

9/11
Men are from Mars?
Enloe, Prefaces, Ch. 1


______________________________________________________

Week 4:
Feminism and Conflict 
9/14
“Ladies” First
Enloe, Ch. 2-3

9/16
Sex as a Military Asset 

Enloe, Ch. 4

9/18
Gender as a Diplomatic Resource
Enloe, Ch. 5

______________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
Gender and Power

9/21
Women in Global Trade

Enloe, Ch. 6
9/23
Exploitation and Marketing
Enloe, Ch. 7
9/25
The Nanny State
Enloe, Ch. 8-9
_______________________________________________________________________
Unit II:
  National-level Sources of Conflict 

Week 6:
From the State of Nature to the Nature of States


9/28

Collaboration
Draft 1st Paper Due (3 copies) 

9/30 Centralization of Power

Gat, pp. 210-231

Herbst (Blackboard)

10/2 Monopoly on Violence

Gat, pp. 231-269
________________________________________________________________________

Week 7:
The Rise of States
10/5 Conquerors

Gat, pp. 358-376 

Final Version 1st Paper Due

10/7 Sovereigns and Leviathans

Gat, pp. 401-443 

10/9 The State and the Citizen

Gat, pp. 445-511

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Ethnic Conflict
10/12
Why Ethnic Conflict?
Chua,  Introduction, Ch. 1 

10/14
Post-Colonialism in Latin America: What Makes a Bolivian (or an American?)
Chua, Ch. 2 

10/16
The Pervasiveness of Anti-Semitism

Chua, Ch. 3 
________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Nation vs. State


10/19
Rich Immigrants, Poor Natives 
Chua, Ch. 4 

10/21
Nationalization

Chua, Ch. 5 

10/23
“A Beacon of Freedom:” Backlash Against Democracy
Chua, Ch. 6-7

____________________________________________________________________

Week 10:
Ethnic Differences on the World Stage


10/26  Assimilation 

Chua, Ch. 8

Kymlicka (Blackboard)

10/28 Democracy in Action
Chua, Ch. 9

Midterm Review
10/30

MIDTERM
_______________________________________________________________________
Unit III: International Sources of Conflict

Week 11:
Explanations for War
11/2 Modernity and Conflict

Gat, pp. 512-542

11/4 Age of Imperialism

Gat, pp. 542-569

11/6 Liberation Theory: Class and Nation as Tools of Exploitation

Marx (Blackboard), Hobsbawm (Blackboard) 
________________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
Democracy and Terrorism

11/9: Democracies and War 

Gat, pp. 570-621

11/11 Terrorism: State and Non-state

Gat, pp. 622-673

11/13 Collaboration

Draft 2nd Paper Due (3 copies)
____________________________________________________________________

Week 13:
Terrorism and Global Hatred

11/16 
Why They Hate Us

Zakaria (Blackboard)

Chua, Ch. 11

11/18 Suicide Bombing

Pape (Blackboard)
11/20 Violence Unsolvable?

Huntington (Blackboard), Kaplan (Blackboard)

Final 2nd Paper Due

________________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
Transnational Conflict
11/30
Activists for War
Fuller (Blackboard), Aydinli (Blackboard)

12/2
Activists for Peace
Florini (Blackboard), Matthews (Blackboard)
12/4
What Does It All Mean?

Final Exam Review
________________________________________________________________________

Final Exam: 
Thursday, December 10

1:00-3:20pm
