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Course Description:

Examining conflict in world politics has traditionally meant studying warfare between states or, more recently, nationalist conflict between ethnic groups. However all individuals and groups possess multiple other levels of identity that influence and are impacted by international events. This course surveys how various different identity roles shape contentious politics. 

Clans, religions, generations, gender, and ideologies are all characteristics that impart perspectives and interests, and they also impose constraints of expected behavior. Do some of these identities make violence more likely while others mitigate conflict? More fundamentally, just what are identities, and why do some matter more than others? We will examine theories and concepts of identity with an eye toward current issues in international relations. Research papers will conduct in-depth studies of key cases. This course should enable students to make informed judgments about significant world events, strengthen critical thinking skills, and provide experience in conducting policy-relevant research.   

Required Texts:

Enloe, Cynthia: Bananas, Beaches, and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics 

(2000 edition)

Schatz, Edward: Modern Clan Politics: The Power of “Blood” in Kazakhstan and Beyond 

(2004)

Sen, Amartya: Identity and Violence (2006)
Tilly, Charles: Stories, Identities, and Political Change (2002)

Supplemental readings will be handed out in class or can be obtained via Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                20 percent
Ethnic conflict essay
10 percent
Draft Research paper
15 percent
Final Research paper   35 percent
Policy Memo               20 percent

WID Requirements
This course is designated as a Writing In the Discipline (WID) class, and as such it requires a heavy writing and editing component. (For additional information on the WID program, including required prerequisites, please see its web site.) As the particular discipline this course is concerned with is Political Science, writing assignments will be designed to foster research, critical thinking, and communications skills that will be of use both in academia and in policymaking careers. The main project is a 20 page analytical case study of an identity conflict that requires significant outside research and time in the classroom spent in collaborative revisions. As this is also an Honors course, expect challenging assignments.

 Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins.  Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.

Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. George Washington University maintains very clear and strict policies against plagiarism and cheating, with failing the course a minimum penalty. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or certain professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I will maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity.
As this class is to be a seminar, your full participation is absolutely essential for a passing grade, regardless of the quality of your written work. Simply being present for class does not count as participation. You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will likewise have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 20 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 
Late papers will lose one full letter starting from the time they are due, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
What is Identity?
1/13
Introduction to the course
“Can You Tell a Sunni from a Shiite?” – The New York Times (2006) 

Ethnic conflict assignment distributed
1/15
What do civilizations mean?

Huntington (Blackboard)

_______________________________________________________

Week 2:
Identity and Violence 

1/20
No class


Inauguration Day
1/22
Why does identity matter?

Sen, Prologue - Ch 2

________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
Mechanics of Identity

1/27
How do you build identity?


Sen, Ch 3-4

Ethnic conflict essay due at beginning of class
1/29
Constructing the “Other”

Sen, Ch 5-6
________________________________________________________________________

Week 4:
Looking Back and Looking Forward
2/3
Conformity and groupthink


Sen, Ch 7-8
2/5
Research paper 3 page abstract and references due    
________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
Family Ties: Biological Determinants of Identity

2/10

Schatz,  Preface – Ch 2
2/12

Schatz, Ch 3-4

________________________________________________________________________
Week 6:


2/17  

Schatz, Ch 5-6
2/19

Schatz, Ch 7 - Conclusion
________________________________________________________________________

Week 7:
Identity as a Social Construct
2/24

Tilly, Part I
2/26

Tilly, Part II ________________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
 
3/3

Tilly, Part III



3/5

Tilly, Part IV

________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:


3/10
Research Paper draft DUE
3/12
Read paper, revision discussion in class
________________________________________________________________________

Week 10:

3/17



Spring Break – No class
3/19

________________________________________________________________________

Week 11:
“All My Sisters and Me”: Engendering Conflict

3/24

Enloe, Ch 1-2
3/26

Enloe, Ch 3-4
________________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
3/31



Enloe, Ch 5-6
4/2

Enloe, Ch 7-9
________________________________________________________________________

Week 13:
Religion: The Left Hand of God?
4/7
Toft, Shaffer (Blackboard)

4/9
Rhys, Philpott (Blackboard)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
Transnational Identity
4/14
The decline of sovereignty

Tarrow Ch 3 (Blackboard)
4/16
Activists without borders
Florini and Simmons, Kumar (Blackboard)
Research Paper DUE by COB Friday

________________________________________________________________________

Week 15:
Generational Conflict, or “What is a Yout?”
4/21
 Demographics and youth bulges
Moller, Urdal (Blackboard)


4/23
Child soldiers
Somasundaram, Honwana (Blackboard)

Policy Memo Assignment distributed (10 pages)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 16:
Wrapping up and moving Forward

 4/30     What have we learned (Make-up class if necessary)
Policy Memo Assignment DUE at 12:45pm 
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Ethnic Conflict Essay Assignment

Select a book of your choice on ethnic conflict. It can be a purely theoretical piece or an examination of a particular conflict, whether armed warfare or just inter-group tensions, but it must be a work of Political Science (as opposed to History or Sociology, etc.) If in doubt, check with me. Write a 5 page review that presents the author’s main arguments and interesting empirical evidence. The paper should be framed by a thesis of your own design (i.e. whether the author’s argument is valid, why the phenomenon described is significant, etc.) Edited volumes are also acceptable, so long as you are able to write a cogent essay about the material. The main goal of this exercise is to give me that chance to provide you with feedback early in the course so that you are not later surprised by what I consider to be effective writing, and I am not later surprised by what you consider to be effective writing.

Research Paper Topic Guidelines


The research paper will be the central written component of this WID course. You are to conduct a case study of a contemporary (current or recent) international identity conflict, with the goal of developing an article of publishable quality. As Political Science is a pluralistic field representing divergent views, the question of whether a conflict is actually based on identity or whether that is simply justification is key to your research. I am happy to suggest cases if you would like.


Before committing to a topic, ensure that you will be able to locate sufficient material to write a paper of at approximately 20 pages. It is likely that much of your data will be found on internet sites, and this is perfectly acceptable. HOWEVER –be sure that the information is verifiable or that you present it as unverified. All sides in contentious politics have incentives to publish false information. In the Internet Age, the trick is not finding data, but being a discerning consumer.


On the due date for the paper topic, please submit a 3 page abstract of your paper to share with the class, as well as a preliminary bibliography. The abstract should include an identifiable thesis, a roadmap for how you plan to conduct your research, and indicate that you will be able to include in your case study the following significant information about the conflict:

1) Group name/identity

2) Type of identity cleavage /difference from rest of population

3) What is the source of group identity - “founding myths,” institutions, etc.

4) Issue of contention – where do the sides disagree, what does your/each group want? 

5) Historical sources of conflict – events, battles that legitimate further conflict, etc. 

6) Relations with outside groups (if any)

7) Attempts at mediation

8) Expected outcomes (and why)
