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Course Description:

How do insurgencies recruit foreigners to fight in civil wars? During the occupation of Iraq, while foreign fighters have constituted a small minority of insurgent forces, they have been responsible for the vast majority of suicide bombings and high lethality attacks. Even if the United States withdraws all forces from Iraq, it is currently engaging against several other foreign fighter-driven insurgencies, and transnationally recruited insurgents elsewhere pose a growing security challenge around the globe. This phenomenon belies traditional assumptions, not just about theoretical concepts of the sovereign state, but also in foreign policymaking and defense planning. 

We will examine the theoretical debates over why individuals choose to join rebel movements, and what differences there might be between local and foreign insurgents. Why might political conditions in distant countries prompt individuals to risk their lives? How might they be dissuaded from joining? Answering these questions requires evaluating recruitment propaganda and processes. We then compare current transnational Islamic insurgencies to different historical examples of foreign fighters. Research papers will conduct in-depth studies of contemporary cases. This course should enable students to make informed judgments about significant world events, strengthen critical thinking skills, and provide experience in conducting policy-relevant research.   

Required Texts:

Hafez, Mohammed: Suicide Bombers in Iraq (2007)
Roy, Olivier: Globalized Islam (2004)
Worthington, Andy: The Guantanamo Files (2007)

Supplemental readings will be handed out in class or can be obtained via Blackboard.

Course requirements:

            All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):

Participation                20 percent

Review essay              10 percent

Draft Research paper  15 percent

Final Research paper   35 percent

Policy Memo               20 percent

 

WID Requirements
This course is designated as a Writing In the Discipline (WID) class, and as such it requires a heavy writing and editing component. (For additional information on the WID program, including required prerequisites, please see its web site.) As the particular discipline this course is concerned with is Political Science, writing assignments will be designed to foster research, critical thinking, and communications skills that will be of use both in academia and in policymaking careers. The main project is a 20+ page analytical case study on a transnational insurgent group that requires significant outside research and time in the classroom spent in collaborative revisions. As this is also an Honors course, expect challenging assignments.

 
Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, with normal one-inch margins. Late papers will lose one full grade per session. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.

Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. George Washington University maintains very clear and strict policies against plagiarism and cheating, with failing the course a minimum penalty. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or certain professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own.

As this class is to be a seminar, your full participation is absolutely essential for a passing grade, regardless of the quality of your written work. You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them. For this reason, repeated absences from class will likewise have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 20 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. Late papers will lose one full letter grade per class session late. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:           Big Questions and Difficult Answers                  

9/2       Introduction to the Course

“Can You Tell a Sunni from a Shiite?” – The New York Times (2006) 

Review essay assignment distributed
 

 9/4       Conflict and Identity

Fearon and Laitin, Kalyvas (Blackboard)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 2:           Civil Conflicts and Foreign Fighters

 

9/9       Past cases of foreign fighters

Hockenos, “Frankie Goes to Kosovo” (Blackboard)     

             

9/11     Political Islam   

Fuller (Blackboard)      

________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:           Islamic Networks

 

9/16
The rise of al Qaeda
Review essay due at beginning of class       

 

9/18
Networks and power     
Gilmartin, Bunt (Blackboard)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 4:           Globalized Islam

9/23     Research Paper topic due     

 

9/25     Roy 1

________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:

9/30
No class – religious holiday 
10/2
Roy, 2
________________________________________________________________________

Week 6:

10/7  
Roy 3
10/9
No class – religious holiday
________________________________________________________________________

Week 7:

10/14
Roy 6


10/16
Roy 7-8
________________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Looking backward and forward 
10/21
Research Paper draft DUE


10/23
Read paper, revision discussion in class
 ________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:           Trends in conflict          

 

10/28   Class exercise: paper revision

 

10/30   Big picture data from Iraq

Felter and Fishman - Army CTC (Blackboard)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 10:
Suicide Bombers
11/4
Hafez, Intro-2
11/6
Hafez, 3-4
________________________________________________________________________

Week 11:
On the ground in Iraq

11/11
Hafez, 5-6
11/13
Hafez, 7-8
________________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
The view from the other side
11/18
Worthington, 1-5
11/20
Worthington, 6-8
Research Paper DUE by COB Friday
________________________________________________________________________

Week 13:
Whom do we have here?

11/25 
Worthington, 9-12
11/27
Thanksgiving
________________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
The view from the inside
12/2
Islamic State of Iraq web chat, Watts (Blackboard) 
12/4
CTC Sentinel – Johnsen and Boucek, Anonymous, Brandon (Blackboard)
Policy Memo Assignment distributed (10 pages)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 15:         Wrapping up and moving Forward

 12/9     Guest speaker: US Army Arabic language interrogator who served in Iraqi Freedom
Policy Memo Assignment DUE at 11:10am 
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Review Essay Assignment

Select a book of your choice on al Qaeda or a related topic. Write a 5 page review that presents the author’s main arguments and interesting empirical evidence. The paper should be framed by a thesis of your own design (i.e. whether the author’s argument is valid, why the phenomenon described is significant, etc.) Edited volumes are also acceptable, so long as you are able to write a cogent essay about the material. The main goal of this exercise is to give me the chance to provide you with feedback early in the course so that you are not later surprised by what I consider to be effective writing, and I am not later surprised by what you consider to be effective writing.

Research Paper Topic Guidelines


The research paper will be the central written component of this WID course. You are to conduct a case study of a contemporary (current or recent) transnational insurgency, with the goal of developing an article of publishable quality. As most of the scant scholarly research on foreign fighters has focused on Iraq, you should consider pursuing some other case so that you can make an original contribution to scholarship. I am happy to suggest cases if you would like.


Given the limited amount of research to date, before committing to a topic ensure that you will be able to locate sufficient material to write a paper of at least 20 pages. It is likely that much of your data will be found on internet sites, and this is perfectly acceptable. HOWEVER –be sure that the information is verifiable or that you present it as unverified. Militant groups and the states fighting them both have incentives to publish false information.


On the due date for the paper topic, please submit a 3 page abstract of your paper to share with the class, as well as a preliminary bibliography. The abstract should include an identifiable thesis, a roadmap for how you plan to conduct your research, and indicate that you will be able to include in your case study the following significant information about the insurgency:

1) Group name/identity

2) Area of operations and of recruitment

3) Data on transnational recruits (how many, where they originate, whether they are related to each other or locals) 

4) Organizational structure and leadership

5) Sources of funding

6) Tactics and targets, major attacks

7) Ideology   

8) Theoretical framework to explain transnational mobilization
