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Course Description:

Recent events from financial crises to terrorist attacks have served to remind us that even distant global events have impacts upon our daily lives. The first decade of the twenty-first century has presented all nations of the world with a common set of challenges that all of us will likely continue to confront for the remainder of our lives. This course will provide an overview of these key issues, how the various members of the international system work together or individually to address them, and what threats and opportunities the world is likely to face in the years ahead. 
This course is also designed to provide training in how to conduct social science research. The abilities to collect data, formulate theories of causality, test for results, and then to report them are important skills not only for political scientists, but useful in all manner of professional and personal activities.
Required Texts:

Brown, Michael (ed.): Grave New World (2003)

Karns, Margaret and Karen Mingst: International Organizations (2nd edition) (2009)

Sageman, Marc: Leaderless Jihad (2008)
Zakaria, Fareed: The Post-American World (2009 edition)
Supplemental readings will be available via Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                10 percent
Research Design
20 percent
Midterm

20 percent
Research paper 
30 percent
Final Exam                  20 percent

Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. in default font (Times New Roman or Calibri) double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins, or they may not be accepted. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.
Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. 

CSU-Pueblo maintains very strong policies against plagiarism and cheating, with penalties including failing the course. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or many professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity. You MUST use appropriate citations in all papers to receive credit and to prevent charges of plagiarism.
You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 15 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 

Papers are due at the start of class on the assigned date and will be considered late after collection. Late papers will lose one full letter grade starting after collection time, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
What is International Relations?

1/11
Introduction

1/13
History of the World Part I 

Bueno de Mesquita (Blackboard)

1/15
Global Governance
Karns and Mingst, Ch 1

_______________________________________________________

Week 2:
International Organizations
1/18
The United Nations
Karns and Mingst, Ch. 4

1/20
Regional Organizations and the EU
Karns and Mingst, pp. 145-178

1/22
Regional Organizations in Global Perspective
Karns and Mingst, pp. 178-219

________________________________________________________________________

Week 3: 
War, Peace, and Human Rights



1/25
Peacemaking, Peacekeeping, PeaceBuilding
Karns and Mingst, pp. 289-354
1/27
Arms Control and Human Security
Karns and Mingst, pp. 355-383
1/29
Human Rights, International Responsibilities
 

Karns and Mingst, Ch. 10
______________________________________________________

Week 4:
State and Non-State 


2/1
Non-Governmental Organizations
Karns and Mingst, Ch. 6
2/3
The Role of States in the Current International System
Karns and Mingst, Ch. 7
2/5
Collaboration
Research Design Due

______________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
The Global Economy




2/8
Financial and Monetary Policy
Goldstein (Blackboard)

2/10
Economic Globalization
Karns and Mingst, pp. 387-413
2/12
 The Limits of Capitalism?
Karns and Mingst, pp. 413-447

_______________________________________________________________________
Week 6:
Globalization and Domestic Effects



2/15
Film: Gung Ho 
2/17
Film: Gung Ho (continued)
 
2/19 
Film:  Is Walmart Good for America?
________________________________________________________________________

Week 7:
What Do We Know So Far?
2/22
 Evaluating the Global Economic Order
Sen (Blackboard)
2/24 
Midterm Review
2/26 
MIDTERM
_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Radical Islam and Terrorism

3/1
Transnational Crime and Terrorism
Brown, Ch 12-13
3/3   
Islamist Terrorism

Sageman: Introduction, Ch. 1
3/5
Terror Networks

Sageman: Ch. 2-3
________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Leaderless Jihad



3/8

Sageman, Ch. 4-5

3/10

Sageman, Ch. 6-7

3/12

Sageman, Ch. 8

____________________________________________________________________

Week 10:
21st Century Security Issues


3/15 
Proliferation of Nuclear and Conventional Weapons


Brown, Ch. 2-3
3/17
Technology and Information Security
Brown, Ch. 4-5

3/19
The CNN Effect
Brown, Ch. 11

______________________________________________________________________
Week 11:
The Global Environment
3/29  TBA

Research Paper Due
3/31 Energy and the Environment
Brown, Ch. 7-8

4/2 Environmental Agreements and the Difficulty of Regulation
Karns and Mingst, Ch. 11

_____________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
Envisioning the 21st Century: The Post-American World


4/5 

Zakaria: Preface, Ch. 1

4/7 

Zakaria: Ch. 2

4/9 
Zakaria: Ch. 2
____________________________________________________________________

Week 13:
The Post-American World
4/12  
Zakaria, Ch. 3

4/14
 Zakaria, Ch. 4

4/16 
Zakaria, Ch. 5
________________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
The Post-American World


4/19


Zakaria, Ch. 6

4/21
Zakaria, Ch. 7

4/23
What Does It All Mean?

Final Exam Review

________________________________________________________________________

Final Exam: 

Monday April 26

10:30am-12:50pm
