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Course Description:

What explains the large number of Islamist militant groups involved in political violence in recent years? How do these groups recruit Muslims to fight in civil wars in countries such as Iraq? Is there something unique to the experience of Muslims, or is this simply part of a broader pattern? 

We will trace the development of Political Islam and Neo-fundamentalism, and examine the theoretical debates over why individuals choose to join rebel movements. How might they 
How might they be prevented from joining? Answering these questions requires evaluating recruitment propaganda and recruitment processes. We then compare current transnational Islamic insurgencies to different historical examples of foreign fighters. 
Assignments will include case-study research papers and drafting policy memos. This course should enable students to make informed judgments about significant world events, strengthen critical thinking skills, and provide experience in conducting policy-relevant research.   

Required Texts:

Hafez, Mohammed: Suicide Bombers in Iraq (2007)
Nasiri, Omar: Inside the Jihad (2006)

Roy, Olivier: Globalized Islam (2004)

Springer, Regens, and Neger: Islamic Radicalism and Global Jihad (2009)
Additional readings are available on Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                
20 percent
Draft Research Paper

15 percent
Final Research paper 

40 percent
Final Exam                  
25 percent

 Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins.  Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.

Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. 
CSU-Pueblo maintains very strong policies against plagiarism and cheating, with penalties potentially including failing the course. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or many professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity.
As this class is to be a seminar, your full participation is absolutely essential for a passing grade, regardless of the quality of your written work. You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them. For this reason, repeated absences from class will likewise have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 20 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 
Late papers will lose one full letter starting from the time they are due, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
Goals of Islamic Insurgencies
8/24
Who are Islamic Insurgents?
New York Times: How to Tell a Sunni from a Shiite
8/26
The Emergence of Political Islam

Springer, Regens, and Edger (SRE): Ch. 1-2

8/28
 Neofundamentalism
SRE: Ch. 3

___________________________________________________

Week 2:
Recruitment Mechanisms
8/31
Mobilizing for Jihad
SRE, Ch. 4

9/2
Recruiting in the West
NEFA Foundation (Blackboard)

9/4
Historical Case Study
Film: The Battle of Algiers
________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
 Recruitment Messaging
9/7
Film: The Battle of Algiers (continued)
9/9
The Battle of Algiers (conclusion)

In-class Discussion
9/11
The Middle East as Cause

Fuller (Blackboard), Ahmad (Blackboard)
______________________________________________________

Week 4:
Globalized Islam
9/14

Roy, Ch. 1
9/16

Roy, Ch. 2

9/18

Roy, Ch. 3

________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:


9/21

Roy, Ch. 6
9/23

Roy, Ch. 7
9/25

Roy, Ch. 8

_______________________________________________________________________
Week 6:
Terrorism

9/28
Collaboration
Preliminary Draft Paper DUE (Bring 2 copies)

9/30
The 7/7 Bombings

British Government (Blackboard) 
10/2
Homegrown Extremists

Kirby (Blackboard), Vindino (Blackboard) 
________________________________________________________________________
Week 7:
Foreign Fighters

10/5
Why Fight in Civil Wars?
Kalyvas (Blackboard)

10/7
Why Fight in Other People’s Civil Wars?
Malet (Blackboard)

10/9
Muslim But Not Islamist: A Case Study
Hockenos (Blackboard)

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
 Iraq
10/12
Foreign Fighters in Iraq 
Felter and Fishman (Blackboard)

10/14
Watts (Blackboard), Islamic State of Iraq online chat Blackboard)


10/16 Jihadist Operations

SRE, Ch. 5


________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Suicide Bombers in Iraq
10/19
Hafez, Introduction


10/21

Hafez, Ch. 1-2
10/23

Hafez, Ch. 3-4

______________________________________________________________________

Week 10:

10/26

Hafez, Ch. 5-6
10/28

Hafez, Ch. 7-8
10/30
TBA
Draft Research Paper DUE
__________________________________________________________________

Week 11:
Counter-terrorism and Counter-insurgency
11/2
Addressing Recruitment at Home and Online
Hairgrove and McLeod (Blackboard), Salam, Reid, and Chen (Blackboard)

11/4
How to Deal with Captured Jihadis?
CTC Sentinel Nov. 2008 – Johnsen and Boucek, Anonymous (Blackboard) 
Brandon, CTC Sentinel Oct. 2008 (Blackboard)
11/6
The Future of Islamic Radicalism
SRE, Ch. 6-7

___________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
A Jihadi’s Tale
11/9:
Nasiri, Introduction – p. 30 

11/11
Nasiri, pp. 30-62 
11/13
Nasiri, pp. 62-99 

______________________________________________________________
Week 13:

11/16

Nasiri, pp. 105-140 
11/18

Nasiri, pp. 141-174
11/20

Nasiri, pp. 174-202
_______________________________________________________________________
Week 14:

11/30

Nasiri, pp. 202-243
Final Research Paper DUE
12/2

Nasiri, pp. 249-290
12/4
Final Exam Review

Nasiri, pp. 290-336
________________________________________________________________________
Final Exam: 
Monday, December 7
8:00-10:20am
