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This course follows on from Professor Van Cleemput’s “Theories of Nationalism” class offered last fall, although that is not a prerequisite for this one. The object is to largely follow his plan to build upon the theoretical perspectives of nationalism by examining how national groups interact with external political authority. We will therefore briefly visit the contributions of some of the thinkers covered in the theory course before moving to the development of states and how nations and states reconcile their interests.  

In our contemporary world political system, the goal of most nations has been to obtain statehood, or at least autonomy. But what obligations should states have to citizens of diverse nations? Should the state foremost protect the rights of nations within the state, or protect all of its citizens equally against the interests of particular national groups?

In addition to providing substantive knowledge about world politics, this course should help develop students’ skills in evaluating theoretical claims, determining causality in observing phenomena, recognizing the specific roles diverse cultural perspectives play in normative claims of “what should be,” and in gathering, evaluating, and applying independently researched data.
Furthermore, as a Self and Society course, we address four central objectives:  
1)
What methods do various social sciences use, and how do these differ?

2)
How and why do social science perspectives on specific social issues, problems, and realities both overlap and differ? 

3)
How do the questions different social sciences ask influence how they interpret their objects of enquiry and the methods they use?

4)
Why did particular social sciences emerge at specific times, and how do larger political and social events influence both the questions asked in various social sciences and the methods and tools used?  

Required Texts:

Anderson, Benedict: Imagined Communities. (Revised edition, 2006)
Smith, Anthony: National Identity. (1991) 
Soysal, Yasemin: Limits of Citizenship. (1995) 
Toft, Monica Duffy: The Geography of Ethnic Violence. (2005 paperback edition)
Supplemental readings will be handed out in class or can be obtained via Blackboard.

Course requirements:


All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):

Participation

30 percent

Short Paper

15 percent

Thought Pieces (2)
25 percent

Research Paper
30 percent

The short paper will be a 5 page analysis of the contending claims of nationalist theorists covered during the first weeks of the course. You will make and support an argument for which perspective is most useful for the study of nationalism.
You are responsible for submitting (at any times of your choosing during the semester) two brief analyses (approx 3-5 pages) of current events found in newspapers or other periodicals and apply the concepts of one of the authors we have read to that situation.

The research paper will be an independent project (approx. 15 pages) in which you present an in-depth case study of the efforts of a state to reconcile the conflicting interests of different national groups within its borders. (Note: This does not necessarily mean an armed conflict, but can include language policies, socio-economic disparities, special status for indigenous groups, etc.) 
 Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins.  Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.

Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. George Washington University maintains very clear and strict policies against plagiarism and cheating, with failing the course a minimum penalty. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or certain professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I will maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity.

As this class is to be a seminar, your full participation is absolutely essential for a passing grade, regardless of the quality of your written work. Simply being present for class does not count as participation. You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will likewise have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

Late papers will lose one full letter starting from the time they are due, and will continue to lose one more letter grade for every 24 hours that they are late. 

Semester Schedule:

Part I:
Causes and Effects of Nationalism

Week 1:
Just what are we examining?
1/12
Introduction to the course

1/14
An overview of the debates

Kymlicka; Spencer and Wollman


_______________________________________________________

Week 2:
Nationalisms old and new
1/19
No class


Martin Luther King Day
1/21
Origins in Europe and Africa
Kedourie; Hobsbawm; Gellner; Hastings; Thomas

________________________________________________________________________

Week 3:
Primordialism
1/26
The concept of the nation
Fichte, Herder

1/28
The extent of nations
Huntington
________________________________________________________________________

Part II:
The Advent of the State
Week 4:


2/2
Why a world of states? 

Lake, Caporaso, Herbst


Short paper Due
2/4
Social capital
Putnam

________________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
States creating nations



2/9

Anderson, 1-3

2/11

Anderson, 4-6

________________________________________________________________________

Week 6:



2/16  
No class


President’s Day
2/18

Anderson, 7-11

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 7:
Liberal nationalism and assimilation
 
2/23
Reconciling the state and national groups
Vincent, Kymlicka
2/25

Soysal, 1-3

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
State institutions and national identity 

3/2

Soysal, 4-6



3/4


Soysal, 7-9

________________________________________________________________________

Part III: The Persistence of Nations

Week 9:






3/9
Smith, Intro –Ch 2

3/11
Smith, Ch 3-4

________________________________________________________________________

Week 10:


3/16




Spring Break – No class
3/18
________________________________________________________________________

Week 11:



3/23
Continuing the debate


3/25


Smith, Ch 5-6
________________________________________________________________________

Week 12:
Change and continuity
3/30
The future of nationalism
Smith, Ch 7
4/1
Home soil and violence

Toft, Ch 1-3
________________________________________________________________________

Week 13:
Ethnic violence


4/6


Toft, Ch 4-6

4/8
Toft, Ch 7-8
________________________________________________________________________

Week 14:
Powerful national minorities



4/13
Chua, Intro, Ch 5
4/15
Chua, Ch 6-8
________________________________________________________________________

Week 15:
Nations beyond the state 
4/20
Transnationalism
Hockenos 
4/22
Alternatives to the international state system

Bull
________________________________________________________________________

Week 16:
Wrapping up and moving Forward

4/29    (Designated Monday) 

Review session
Paper Due 
