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Course Description:

This course examines the political activity of terror from a Homeland Security perspective. The use of terrorism as a tactic to gain a political objective is as old as civilization and has been employed by a variety of different groups. There is much to learn about counter-terrorism from these past cases, so we therefore begin with a broad overview of the phenomenon before turning to post-9/11 U.S. homeland defense and homeland security priorities. Although the current image of the terrorist threat in the public mind’s eye may be al Qaeda, there are a variety of other actors and nonconventional threats that require attention as well. We focus on the structure of the Islamist terror groups that rank as the chief Homeland Security threat, and conclude with a case study of the 9/11 attacks to determine what has changed with the emergence of the Homeland Security field.  

Required Texts:

Hoffman, Bruce: Inside Terrorism (Revised and Expanded Edition) (2006)
Sageman, Marc: Understanding Terror Networks (2004)

Viotti, Paul, Michael Opheim, Nicholas Bowen (eds.): Terrorism and Homeland Security (2008)
Wright, Lawrence: The Looming Tower: Al Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 (2006)

Additional readings are available on Blackboard.

Course requirements:

All papers, exams, and participation will be graded on an A-F scale (no curve):
Participation                
10 percent
Midterm


20 percent

Analysis Papers

45 percent (3 papers, 15 percent apiece)
Final Exam                  
25 percent
You are responsible for submitting (at any times of your choosing during the semester) three brief analyses (approx 4-5 pages) of current events found in newspapers or other periodicals and applying the concepts we have covered in the course to that situation. Examples could include the inevitable terrorist attacks around the world, Department of Homeland Security policies, etc. 

Note: Papers must be composed in 12 pt. in default font (Times New Roman or Calibri) double spaced, numbered pages, with normal margins, or they may not be accepted. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless otherwise noted.
Course Policies:

With independent scholarly research comes the responsibility of scholarly integrity. 

CSU-Pueblo maintains very strong policies against plagiarism and cheating, with penalties including failing the course. (Even if you do not face stronger sanctions, such as expulsion, your chances of getting into graduate school or many professions with such an infraction on your permanent record are essentially out the window.) As a rule, when in doubt, always cite the work of another person that has informed your own. I maintain a “Fail first, ask questions later” approach on all graded assignments of questionable academic integrity. You MUST use appropriate citations in all papers to receive credit and to prevent charges of plagiarism.
You are expected to come to each session having read all of the assigned texts and ready to discuss them – offering uninformed opinions does not count, no matter how engagingly you present them. Repeated absences from class will have a serious effect on your final grade. Failure to respect the rights and ideas of your classmates in the discussion will also have an adverse effect.

If you do not turn in an assignment your maximum grade in the course will be rescaled along a 90/80/70/60 scale; i.e. if you fail to hand in a paper worth 15 percent of your grade, your highest possible grade in the class will be a B, regardless of your average on a 4-point scale. 

Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
What is Terrorism?
1/11
Introduction
1/13
What Counts as Terrorism? 
Hoffman Ch. 1

1/15
Sources of Modern Terrorism
Hoffman Ch. 2-3

_______________________________________________________

Week 2:
Recent Trends
1/18
The Role of Religion(s)
Hoffman Ch. 4

1/20
Suicide Attacks 

Hoffman Ch. 5

1/22
Traditional and New Media
Hoffman Ch. 6-7

________________________________________________________________________

Week 3: 
Preparation and Response



1/25
The Terrorist Operational Perspective
Hoffman Ch. 8

1/27
Anticipating Future Attacks
Hoffman Ch. 9

1/29
The Dimension of Homeland Security
Viotti, Opheim, Bowen (VOB) Ch. 1-2 

______________________________________________________

Week 4: 
American Security Culture and Challenges
 

2/1
Deterrence: Beyond the Familiarity of the Cold War

(VOB) Ch. 3-4

2/3
Transnational Threat and Cooperation

(VOB) Ch. 5

2/5
WMD: The Number One Threat
(VOB) Ch. 6-7

______________________________________________________________________

Week 5:
Managing Homeland Security Priorities




2/8
Myriad Threats, Limited Resources

(VOB) Ch. 8-9

2/10
The Liberty/Security Trade-Off

(VOB) Ch. 10

2/12
American Infrastructure

(VOB) Ch. 11-12 

_______________________________________________________________________
Week 6:
Homeland Security Decision-Making


2/15
Film:  Secrecy 
2/17
Film:  Secrecy (continued)

Film:  Terror in Mumbai 
2/19 
Film:  Terror in Mumbai (continued)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 7:
Administration
2/22
Midterm Review 
2/24 
MIDTERM
2/26 
How to Deal with Captured Terrorists?
Blum (Blackboard)

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 8:
Unconventional and Overlooked Threats
3/1
The Internet and Cyberterrorism
Conway, Gruen (Blackboard)

3/3   Crime and Narcoterrorism
McCaffrey and Basso
3/5   Right-Wing Extremists
Baysinger, Maimon (Blackboard)
________________________________________________________________________

Week 9:
Islamist Terror Networks



3/8
Domestic Terrorism
Vindino, Kirby (Blackboard)
3/10
Why Islamist Terrorism?
Sageman Ch. 1

3/12
What do they Want?
Sageman Ch. 2

____________________________________________________________________

Week 10:
Who Joins the Jihad?



3/15 
Individuals

Sageman Ch. 3

3/17
Recruitment  
Sageman Ch. 4


3/19
The Power of Social Networks  
Sageman Ch. 5-Conclusion
______________________________________________________________________
Week 11:
Case Study: The Road to 9/11
3/29  TBA
3/31 

Wright, Prologue - Ch. 1

4/2 

Wright, Ch. 2-3

_____________________________________________________________________

Week 12:



4/5 

Wright, Ch. 4-5

4/7 

Wright, Ch. 6-7

4/9 
Wright, Ch. 8-9
____________________________________________________________________

Week 13:


4/12  

Wright, Ch. 10-11

4/14 
Wright, Ch. 12-14

4/16 
Wright, Ch. 15-16

________________________________________________________________________
Week 14:


4/19


Wright, Ch. 17-18

4/21


Wright, Ch. 19-20
4/23
What Does It All Mean?

Final Exam Review

LAST DAY TO TURN IN ANALYSIS PAPERS

________________________________________________________________________

Final Exam: 

Friday April 30
1:00-3:20pm
